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Abstract. Uneven development is an integral property of the economic space. Hence, the concept 

of asymmetry is a complex category reflecting the disproportions of the demographic dynamics of 

territorial development. That is why socio-demographic asymmetry falls directly or indirectly into 

the sphere of state regulation and regional policy both in Russia and abroad. Thus, this article is 

devoted to analyzing the foreign practices of spatial policy in the field of demographic 

development. The author identifies three fundamentally different approaches to the regulation of 

socio-demographic asymmetry associated with the equalization of imbalances, increasing 

unevenness or ensuring harmonized demographic development. Then, the key advantages and 

disadvantages of such approaches are highlighted. In the second part of the article, the author 

formulates the factors determining the conceptual choice of demographic development in the 

context of the implementing the spatial policy. In conclusion, some features of the regulation of 

socio-demographic asymmetry in Russia are noted. 

Keywords: demographic asymmetry; territorial development; spatial policy; alignment of 

imbalances; harmonized development. 

JEL codes: J11; R58. 

 

Acknowledgements 

The paper was prepared with the financial support of the President of the Russian Federation 

grant for state support of young Russian scientists - candidates of science MK-821.2020.6 

"Assessment of the socio-demographic asymmetry of territorial development in the context of the 

transformation of the regional space." 



Journal «Human Progress» http://progress-human.com/ 

Volume 7 Issue 4 (October-December 2021)  redactor@ progress-human.com 

 

© М. Makarova 2 DOI 10.34709/IM.174.5 

 

References 

1. Makarova, M.N. Modeling socio-demographic asymmetry of territorial development. Economic 

and Social Changes: Facts, Trends, Forecast. 2021. Vol. 14. No. 2. Р.: 29-42. DOI: 

10.15838/esc.2021.2.74.2. 

2. European Spatial Development Perspective: Towards Balanced and Sustainable Development of 

the Territory of the EU. Potsdam. May 10-11. 1999. 87 р.  

3. Böhme, K. Territorial evidence supporting policy-making in Europe: How ESPON came. saw 

and conquered // disP-The Planning Review. 2016. Vol. 52. No. 2. P.: 62-67. 

4. Concept on the Establishment of the European Spatial Planning Observatory Network (ESPON). 

Draft for the CSD meeting to be held in Brussels. 24th November 1997. 

5. The Treaty of Lisbon // Official Journal of the European Union. Vol. 50. 306. December 2007. р. 17. 

6. Chistobaev, A.I.; Fedulova, S.I. Spatial planning in the European Union: practices to draw on in 

Russia // Baltic region. 2018. Vol. 10. No. 2. P.: 86-99. DOI: 10.5922/2079-8555-2018-2-6. 

7. Territorial Agenda of the European Union 2020. Towards an Inclusive, Smart and Sustainable 

Europe of Diverse Regions. 2011. 11 p.  

8. An Overview of Spatial Policy in Asian and European Countries. URL: 

https://www.mlit.go.jp/kokudokeikaku/international/spw/general/china/index_e.html. 

9. Wang, J.; Wang, X. New urbanization: A new vision of China's urban–rural development and 

planning // Frontiers of Architectural Research. 2015. 1 (2). Р.: 166-168. DOI: 

10.1016/j.foar.2015.03.003. 

10. Ovcharuk, K. What will the spatial development strategy give to regions and cities? // Method 

Magazine. 2019. No. 2. URL: https://gosmetod.ru/article/377828/. 

11. The actual experience of foreign countries in the development of state systems of strategic 

planning (Part 2): preprint / A.V., Klimenko; V.A., Korolev; D.Y., Dvinskikh; N.A., Rychkova; 

I.Y., Slastikhina. Nat. research. in-t "Higher School of Economics". Moscow: Publishing House of 

the Higher School of Economics. 2016. 40 p. 

12. Trushkova, E.A.; Makarova, M.N. Review of theoretical approaches to managing the 

asymmetry of socio-demographic development in Russian studies // Topical issues of economics 

and sociology: a collection of articles based on the materials of the XVII Autumn Conference of 

Young Scientists in Novosibirsk Akademgorodok. Institute of Economics and Industrial Production 

Organization SB RAS. 2021. P.: 100-103. 

 

 



Journal «Human Progress» http://progress-human.com/ 

Volume 7 Issue 4 (October-December 2021)  redactor@ progress-human.com 

 

© М. Makarova 3 DOI 10.34709/IM.174.5 

Contact 

Mariya Makarova 

Institute of Economics of the Ural Branch of the RAS 

29, Moskovskaya str., 620014, Yekaterinburg, Russia, 

makarova.mn@uiec.ru 


