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Abstract. The institutionalization of any phenomena begins with the conceptual apparatus and the 

definition of the boundaries within which a new institution exists, without passing into related 

concepts. Self-employment is a fairly new concept for Russian economic science, although it has 

been de-facto existing for a long time. The institutionalization of this concept began in a rare format 

for economic science - in the form of an experiment, and spread throughout the country even before 

receiving and analyzing its results. This course of events predetermined a large layer of 

shortcomings and discrepancies both in the conceptual apparatus and in connection with other 

normative acts. In this article, the author suggests reviewing and analyzing the main approaches to 

the definition of self-employment, as well as viewing its transformation in the course of the 

historical process. Based on the work done, the author's unified definition is proposed. 
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