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Abstract. The article is devoted to assessing the external labor migration state in the Sverdlovsk 

region and its impact on the labor market. Based on the analysis of the number of foreign countries 

citizens’ dynamics who are employees in Sverdlovsk region organizations for the period from 2014 

to 2016, including by types of economic activity, the article shows an annual decrease in the 

number and structure change in 2016. The results of the analysis questioned the truthfulness of the 

information about the foreign labor use provided to the Internal Affairs Ministry. Further, an 

assessment of the scale and structure of the involved foreign labor force was carried out. The 

positive dynamics of the number of highly skilled foreign citizens’ workers working in Sverdlovsk 

Region has been revealed. Further, an analysis of the foreign labor impact on unemployment and 

tensions in the labor market was made, which revealed a mismatch between the structure of the 

unemployed and the structure of the foreign labor force, which led to the conclusion that foreign 

labor does not significantly affect the labor market tension in Sverdlovsk region. At the last stage, 

the article assessed the foreign labor impact on the level of labor remuneration and wage deviation 

in industries with a significant share of foreign labor. The workers’ average monthly salary 

employed in the economy of Sverdlovsk region was compared with that of the foreign labor force 

employed in the same region. The analysis revealed a pay gap narrowing of workers employed in 

the economy of Sverdlovsk region and foreign labor. 
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