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Abstract. The article contains a comparative analysis of demographic indicators of the Russian
Federation and the People's Republic of China. Firstly dynamics of the population size has been
compared in these countries in the period from 1950 to 2015, which has revealed the steady popula-
tion growth in China and a significant reduction of the population size in Russia for 25 years. Be-
cause there are two reasons for the growth of the population size: the processes of birth and death,
as well as migration processes, the authors have further analyzed the dynamics of the overall exter-
nal migration coefficient for the period from 1950 to 2050. It was found that the main reason for
population growth was the natural population movement. Therefore the authors have further ana-
lyzed the birth rate per 1000 population, fertility and net reproduction rate; these indicators are rela-
tive and do not depend on the the overall population size. The values of indicators were close, how-
ever, the comparison of population age structures in Russia and China in 2015 showed that from an
economic point of view, the situation in China was more favorable. Finally, we compared the de-
mographic load factors of Russia and China in 2015. Based on the analysis, the authors made a
forecast about the Chinese total population’ changing in connection with the resolution to have a
second child in a families.
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