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Abstract. The economic sanctions imposed by unfriendly countries, along with the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic consequences, have led to significant changes in the economic, financial, po-
litical and other spheres of Russian society, and could not but affect the tax policy pursued in the
Russian Federation. Tax policy affects various areas of companies’ activity, both large, small, and
medium-sized. The article examines the Russian tax policy during the period of strong sanctions

pressure. In the first part of the article, based on the consideration of the modern Russian tax system
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essence, the fiscal significance assessment of special tax regimes was carried out based on the tax
burden in the Russian Federation indicator. A macroeconomic assessment of the special tax regimes’
fiscal function in the Russian Federation led to the conclusion that such regimes usage does not have
a high fiscal significance in the country. Further, an experiment of a special tax regime "Automated
Taxation System" for small and medium-sized organizations is analyzed. In the second part of the
article, the main small and medium-sized businesses taxation problems, as well as the advantages and
disadvantages of the Automated Taxation System regime, are identified.
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