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Abstract. This Paper is an attempt to fill the informational gap that exists when it comes to myths and
misconceptions related to Women Empowerment Scenario. Women exist as the most vulnerable
subsection of the developing world. The whole narrative of Women Empowerment is now questionable
as Covid-19 pandemic has made women especially the underprivileged ones more vulnerable to
exploitation. The Paper introduces the concept of Pseudo Empowerment of Women. The Present Paper
tries to present an argument in favor of uniform civil code in India to enhance the status of women
empowerment. We critically examine in this paper the emerging Neo Domestic Violence as a tool used
by the neo patriarchal Society to oppress and exploit its women on one hand and to maintain their power
and hegemony on the other. Finally, we conclude by suggesting various solutions to reduce the inhumane
and derogatory treatment to which Women are subject to.
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Introduction
Women Empowerment [1] is a mythical concept all-round the globe, it only creates an illusionary

image whereas in reality the Nation keeps suffering from ‘Pseudo Empowerment’. Women

! Mccnenosanue 6w110 npescrasneno Ha VI MeskayHapoHoi HayuHO-TIpakTHYecKOi koH(epeHun « CTpaTeruu pa3sBuThs
CONMAIBHBIX OOITHOCTEH, HHCTUTYTOB U TeppuTOopHii» B llIK0OJI€ TOCYyaapCTBEHHOTO YIIPaBICHHUS M MPEIIPHUHIMATEIHCTBA
WHCcTHTyTAa PKOHOMHMKHM WM YIPAaBJICHUS YPalbCKOTO (erepaabHOTO YHHBEpcuTeTa MMeHH mnepBoro IIpesmnmenta Poccun
Bb.H. Expuuna (r.ExatepunOypr)
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Empowerment can be termed as ‘Pseudo’ in any given State [2] where there are numerous efforts being
made by the government in the given State but the negative elements that exist in socio-economic
structure like for instance, Domestic violence [3], Marital rapes [4] and women exploitation [5]
overpowers the State’s effort. Most of the contemporary developing world suffers from this syndrome of
‘Pseudo Empowerment’ [6] where women empowerment exists only on papers whereas the reality is far
more away from Empowerment.

The Indian Constitution specifically has provision to protect and empower its women. Article 21
of the constitution says that every person has a right to live with dignity. Article 44 that is the Directive
principle of state policy strives to secure uniform civil code throughout the country but no action has
been taken so far. Uniform civil code is the most vital aspect for women empowerment [7]. Without there
being no uniform set of laws to govern its people the oppression and exploitation of women rises multiple
times in the name of fuzzy customary and religious practices. Uniform civil code debate in India is often
derailed by the diverse religious groups but no attention is paid to the sufferings of women [8] that are
faced by all the women in India irrespective of their religion. If implemented this holds huge potential in
bringing to its women equality and justice.

Women specific crime data is not reliable anywhere in the global scenario because most of the
women keep their sufferings in private. Women especially belonging to developing world are taught to
keep their sufferings in private since childhood, where crimes like marital rapes or domestic violence
never comes out of the given household’s premises and remains hidden in dark. This paper therefore
makes an attempt to do only theoretical evaluation of women empowerment.

When we talk about women’ empowerment we in general as far as the global community is
concerned it gives more importance to her education, health but ignores her right to determine her own
bodily rights [9]. For any woman to achieve her full efficient self the most important aspect is to live a
life free of violence. If women in any country are subject to any type of violence, then its women cannot

be termed as Empowered such Women can be termed as Pseudo Empowered Women.

1. Emergence of Neo Domestic Violence in India

In fact, Indian society is slowly moving towards a stage of ‘Neo Domestic Violence’ where
Domestic violence is changing its form from the conventional physical, mental and sexual abuse to
Digital, Economic, Social, Intellectual abuse.

Where Digital abuse is on the rise after the Information Technological boom, it is an abuse done

by the husband where he keeps breaching his wife's privacy by regularly tracking her mails, calls,
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messages and keeps a track of whom she meets [10]. On the other hand, Economic abuse is more
historical than contemporary in Indian society especially when it comes to women belonging to the elite
classes in India where the elitist women in spite of being educationally forward are restricted to choose
their livelihood, life partner and property rights. If one look at the emerging social abuse, women are
restricted by their husbands to even meet their own family and friends, and are abused in front of other
relatives. And finally, the Intellectual abuse is where the husbands or male partner consider their wives
as inferior to take any decision especially related to her own finances.

As far as Domestic Violence or Neo Domestic Violence is concerned it is extremely difficult to
control because it is both temporal and spatial in nature. It cuts across all the castes, class and cultures.
It keeps changing its form for instance, sexual, physical, mental, digital, social, intellectual, economic
domestic violence. And such violence against women remains hidden due to entrenched patriarchal
norms. The western theories that deal with women empowerment are not capable enough to deal with
the Neo Domestic violence that we are currently facing. The implication of domestic violence is on the
overall wellbeing of women, its cost to the society can never be measured. In fact domestic violence
emergence has historical, orthodox and patriarchal roots where women keep accepting violence as
accepted behavior within the households, neither reporting nor protection can be ensured in such
scenario.

If one glances through the official government of India data then according to the National Crime
Report Bureau 2018, a crime is recorded against women in India every 1.7 minutes and a woman is
subject to domestic violence every 4.4 minutes. The National Family Health Survey 2015 states that 30
percent of women in the reproductive age group 15 to 49 age have experienced physical violence and
within this 83 per cent women experienced physical violence at the ends of their husbands followed by
the husband's mother and father [11].

2. Marital Rapes: An Ignored Sin

When we talk about marital rapes it is the form of sexual domestic violence [22]. Marital rape is a
demonist weapon used by the husband to control, intimidate and subordinate the women. It is an
unfortunate reality that Rapes in marriages are not recognized in India which makes women reproductive
and bodily rights redundant [13]. It is a historic problem as marital alliances are generally considered as
sacrosanct which means that we give more precedence to establishment of sexual relations between

married couples rather than the women choice or right to self-determine her own body.
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Suggestions and Conclusion

Domestic violence be it physical or sexual like marital rape it not only deteriorates the physical and
mental health of women it also reduces her self-esteem whose cost is difficult to measure. To eradicate
such menace from society one needs to understand that any Public Policy and legislation on paper are
necessary but not sufficient. Real answer lies in long run measures like creating awareness, sensitization,
Legal literacy camps and mobile courts should be introduced as effective quick remedies for bringing
justice. Women also need to be made aware about their own reproductive rights, laws, and the importance
of uniform civil code in their lives. As most of their exploitation and oppression which takes place is due
to ‘information lacuna’. Until then we will continue to just exist as an ignored set of ‘Pseudo Empowered

Women.
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PACHIUPEHUE ITPAB U BO3MOXKHOCTEM KEHIIIUH:
TEOPETUYECKHUH AHAJIN3

Cunrx I[Ipusinka

JIOLIEHT S5KOHOMHMKH B KOJule ke JleMiCKOro YHUBEPCUTETA

Hemu, Muaus

AHHOTAUMsl. OTa CTaThsl NpPEACTaBIsEeT COOOH MOMNBITKY 3aloJHUTh HH(OPMAIMOHHBIA mpole,
KOTOpBIM CYIIECTBYET, KOTJa pedb 3aX0JuT 0 MH(ax U 3a0ayXkACHUSX, CBA3aHHbIX co CueHapuem
paciiipeHusl MpaB U BO3MOKHOCTEH »eHIIMH. JKEHIIMHBI SBIAIOTCS HamOojee ysS3BUMOW YacTbiO
pasBuBarolierocs mupa. Becb pacckasz 0 paclIMpeHHH NPaB U BO3MOYKHOCTEH JKEHIIMH B HACTOALLEE
BpeMsl BBI3bIBACT COMHEHHS, IOCKONbKY maHaemuss Covid-19 caenana >KeHIIWH, OCOOEHHO
00e3/I0JIeHHBIX, Oosee ySA3BUMBIMU Ul SKcIUTyatauuud. B cratee BBOAMTCA KoHuenuus IlceBno
paciiipeHus IpaB ¥ BO3MOXKHOCTEN KeHIIMH. B HacTos11ei craTbe npeAnpuHsITa HOMbITKA TPEICTaBUTh
apryMeHT B IOJIb3y €IMHOOOpPA3HOr0 TpakJaHCKOro Kojaekca B VHAMM U1 TOBBILIEHUS CTaTyca
paciiipeHysl IpaB U BO3MOXKHOCTEH >KEHIMH. MBI KpUTHYECKH paccMaTpuBaeM Bo3HUKaromee Heo-
JIOMalIHee HaCcUJIne KaKk MHCTPYMEHT, UCTOJIb3yeMbli HeO-TIaTpruapXallbHbIM OOIIIECTBOM JIJIsl yTHETEHHUS
1 DKCIUTyaTallii CBOUX >KEHIIIMH, C OJJTHOW CTOPOHBI, U JUISl MOJI€PKaHUs CBOEH BJIACTU U T€T€MOHUH, C
npyroi. HakoHen, B 3aK/IIOUEHUMM Mbl MPEAJAraeM pas3jInyHble pEHICHMs I  YMEHBIICHUS

0CCYEIIOBCYHOTO U YHU3UTCIIBHOT'O 06paH_[CHI/I$I, KOTOPOMY INOJABCPrarOTCA KCHIIUHBI.
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